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CARLISLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PLANNED INSTRUCTION COVER PAGE 

 
TITLE OF COURSE: Civics       SUBJECT: Social Studies  GRADE LEVEL: 11

                   
           

 

COURSE LENGTH: Year       DURATION: 50 minutes/day FREQUENCY: 5 periods   

 

PREREQUISITES: U.S. History II (1850-1950); World History   CREDIT: 1 credit   LEVEL: Option I and II   

 

Course Description/Objectives:   

The Civics course is the junior requirement for all CHS graduates. The course is designed to meet the Pennsylvania State Standards, Common 

Core Reading and Writing Standards, and College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards.   

In a constitutional democracy, productive civic engagement requires knowledge of the history, principles, and foundations of our American democracy, and 

the ability to participate in civic and democratic processes. People demonstrate civic engagement when they address public problems individually and 

collaboratively and when they maintain, strengthen, and improve communities and societies.  Civics is the study of how people participate in governing society. 

Civics requires knowledge of state and local governments; markets; courts and legal systems; civil society; other nations’ political and economic systems and 

practices; and the techniques available to citizens for preserving and changing a society. 

Students will enroll in either an “Option I” or “Option II” course. The two courses present similar core information, as described above, but 

the Opt. I course is geared toward the careers and technical student who, upon graduation, will enter a trade school or the military, or who will go 

directly into the work force. The course is intended to prepare students to become fully functioning adult citizens who understand the mechanisms of 

our government and how to best influence that government through responsible and informed civic participation and decision-making.  Fundamental 

social studies skills and knowledge that are useful before and after graduation will be emphasized.   

The Opt. II course is geared for the students who enter a two or four-year college program. While the practical citizenship element is 

preserved in this course, it is also intended to provide a more traditional academic background that will prepare students for college-level work. 

Reading and writing expectations and lesson assessments will reflect this college-level orientation.  

 

Major Text(s)/Resources:  Magruder’s American Government, Pearson-Prentice Hall, Copyright 2004.    

 

Curriculum Writing Committee: Laura Dayok, Rob Dutrey, Chuck Roeder, Jeremiah Henry, Megan Keller 
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COURSE TIME LINE 

 
Unit 1:  Introduction to Government          11 days 

 Types of Government  

 Creation of Government 

 Political Ideologies 

 

Unit 2: American Democracy           11 days 

 American Revolution 

 Creation and Ratification 

 Constitutional Principles   

 

Unit 3: Legislative Branch            22 days 

 Powers of Congress 

 Structure of Congress 

 Lawmaking Process 

 

Unit 4: Executive Branch            18 days 

 Qualifications for President  

 Power of the President  

 Roles of the President 

 Executive Bureaucracy 

 

Unit 5: Judicial Branch            10 days 

 Powers of Judiciary 

 Structure of Judiciary 

 Judicial Influence  

 

Unit 6: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties          22 days  

 Freedoms and Rights 

 Interpretation of Rights 

 History of Civil Rights  

       
 Review and Midterm Exam         3 days 
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 Unit 7: State and Local Government        13 days 

 Pennsylvania Constitution 

 Branches of State Governments 

 Public Participation 

 Local Government 
 

 Unit 8: Political Parties and Interest Groups         11 days 

 Party Origins  

 Party Organization 

 Party Influence  

 Types and Purposes of Interest Groups 

 Influence of Interest Groups  

 

Unit 9: Campaigns and Elections           10 days   

 Election Process 

 Electoral College  

 Campaign Finance  

 Role of Media 

 

Unit 10: Civic Participation            10 days  

 American Citizenship 

 Political Participation and Socialization 

 Voting 

 

Unit 11: Economics             22 days  

 Supply and Demand  

 Business Cycle 

 Taxation 

 Personal Finance 

 

Review and Final Exam            3 days 

 

 

              TOTAL: 33 weeks 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:  Civics             TIME FRAME: 11 days     

UNIT # 1:  Introduction to Government        GRADE: 11     

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards: 

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.D          Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and  

     refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

  Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.H  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.1.12.B                    Employ historical examples and political philosophy to evaluate the major arguments advanced for the necessity of 

government. 

5.3.12.B                   Compare and contrast policy-making in various contemporary world governments. 

5.1.12.C                   Evaluate the application of the principles and ideals in contemporary civic life (liberty/freedom, democracy, justice,                                 

equality). 

  College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

CD2.Civ.1.9-12          Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and international civic and political institutions. 

D2.Civ.8.9-12          Evaluate social and political systems in different contexts, times, and places, that promote civic virtues and enact 

democratic principles.  
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
    COURSE:  Civics             TIME FRAME: 11 days    

 UNIT # 1:  Introduction to Government          GRADE: 11      

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Government is necessary for the protection of citizens and the survival of a civilization.  The relationship of that government to its people is 

determined by the extent of power that each wields.   

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Students will complete a survey to place themselves on the political spectrum and justify their placement on the spectrum. 

KNOW 

 Explain the reasons for government.  

 Identify the various systems of government. 

 Recognize the factors that influence the development of 

government.  

 Compare and contrast how personal beliefs influence 

political ideologies. 

DO 

 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of various systems of 

government.  

 Assess the balance governments try to achieve between social 

control and individual liberty.  

 Identify where and why they fall on the political spectrum.  

 Describe the ways in which governmental power is distributed 

(social contract, force, etc.). 

 Analyze the conditions that are conducive to a constitutional 

democracy.   

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 Republicans and Democrats are political ideologies.  

 Governments are oppressive. 

 A state is a regional government within a larger system of 

government.     

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Republican and Democrat are political parties. Liberal and 

Conservative are political ideologies.  

 Government is a natural outgrowth of society.  

 A state is a sovereign group of people that live in a defined territory 

with government. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO  

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 11 days     

UNIT # 2:  American Democracy           GRADE: 11       
 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards:         

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.B  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

CC.8.5.11-12.E  Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger     portions 

of the text contribute to the whole. 

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.B  Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or   

    technical processes. 

  Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

 
 Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 

among complex ideas and concepts. 

CC.8.6.11-12.E  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in  

    response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

  PA Academic Standards: 

5.1.12.A  Analyze sources, purposes, functions of law, and how the rule of law protects individual rights and promotes the common good. 

5.1.12.D  Evaluate state and federal powers based on significant documents and other critical sources (Declaration of  

     Independence, United States Constitution, Bill of Rights, Pennsylvania Constitution). 

5.1.12.E  Analyze and assess the rights of people as written in the PA Constitution and the US Constitution. 

College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.3.9-12  Analyze the impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international agreements on the maintenance of national and inter- 

national order. 

D2.Civ.4.9-12  Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes a system of government that has powers, responsibilities, and limits that have 

changed over time and that are still contested.     
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 11 days     

UNIT # 2:  American Democracy           GRADE: 11       
 

KNOW 

 Interpret the compromises that came out of the Constitutional Convention. 

 Identify the seven underlying principles behind American democracy. 

(limited government, checks and balances, separation of powers, judicial 

review, rule of law, Constitutional supremacy, popular sovereignty) 

 Analyze arguments for and against the ratification of the Constitution.  

 Evaluate the experiences of the Founding Fathers influenced the formation 

of the American government.  

 Examine reasons for the American Revolution.   

 Appraise how the Preamble to the Constitution affects the principles of 

American Government.   

DO 

 Analyze the competing positions held by the Framers of the 

basic documents of the governments of Pennsylvania and the 

United States.  

 Analyze the Declaration of the Independence, identifying its 

main parts and the ideology within it. 

 Explain the weaknesses of the Article of Confederation, and 

its influence on the Constitution.  

 Analyze the Preamble and evaluate the principles therein. 

  

MISCONCEPTIONS 

  All of America supported the revolution.  

 The Declaration of Independence created American government.  

 The United States Constitution is our original form of government.  

 The original American government was successful. 

 

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The country was divided amongst people who supported 

the revolution, those who remained loyal to the crown, and 

those who were unaware.  

 The Declaration of Independence was a formal separation 

of ties with Great Britain and was not a plan for a new 

government.  

 The Articles of Confederation was our first government 

and was unsuccessful. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Having suffered under a strong monarchy and a weak confederation, the nations’ founders worked to build a balanced government that would provide 

stability and security for the nation while preserving individual liberty for the people and the separate states. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Utilize demographics of the new states to editorialize their view points of the ratification of the Constitution. 

Create a visual map (outline) of the Constitution to understand the structure and content of the document. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 22 days     

UNIT # 3:  Legislative Branch           GRADE: 11       

 

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:  

   Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.C     Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence,   

     acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.B      Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or   

      technical processes. 

 

 Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which   

precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia  

when useful to aiding comprehension. 

 
 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose,   

      and audience. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.3.12.A  Analyze the changes in power and authority among the three branches of government over time. 

5.3.12.C  Evaluate how government agencies create, amend, and enforce regulations. 

5.3.12.D  Evaluate the roles of political parties, interest groups, and mass media in politics and public policy. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 22 days     

UNIT # 3:  Legislative Branch            GRADE: 11     

 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 The president makes laws.  

 Most bills pass into laws.  

 The law making process is fast and simple.  

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Congress and the president have specific constitutional   

       responsibilities within the lawmaking process.  

 The lawmaking process is complex with many obstacles that can 

      block the passage of bills. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The bicameral legislature of the United States is responsible for the lawmaking process within the principles of the Constitution.  

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Students will create a bill and participate in a Mock Congress simulation. 

Discuss and argue different perspectives for passage and defeat of important current legislation. 
 

KNOW 

 Analyze the Constitutional basis for the legislative branch (Article 1). 

 Compare the major positions of leadership in Congress (Speaker, 

Minority and Majority leader, President pro tempore, Vice President, 

Party Whips). 

 Distinguish how the legislative branch functions within the seven 

Constitutional principles (limited government, checks and balances, 

separation of power, judicial review, rule of law, Constitutional 

supremacy, and popular sovereignty). 

 Construct the factors that influence members of Congress (political 

ideology, personal convictions, voters, colleagues, staff, party, interest 

groups, the President). 

DO 

 Evaluate the process of how a bill becomes a law. 

 Compare and contrast the House and the Senate.  

 Apply political spectrum to the law-making process.  

 Analyze the importance of the committee structure in Congress. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 18 days     

UNIT # 4:  Executive Branch            GRADE: 11     

 

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:         

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.C 
 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual  

     evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

CC.8.5.11-12.F 
 Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims,  

     reasoning, and evidence. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.F       Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or   

     solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,  

     demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

CC.8.6.11-12.H     Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.3.12.A  Analyze the changes in power and authority among the three branches of government over time. 

5.3.12.C  Evaluate how government agencies create, amend, and enforce regulations. 

5.3.12.D  Evaluate the roles of political parties, interest groups, and mass media in politics and public policy. 

5.3.12.E  Evaluate the fairness and effectiveness of the United States electoral processes, including the electoral college. 

  College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.1.9-12  Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and international civic and political institutions. 

D2.Civ.5.9-12  Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal,  

    national, and/or international level. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 18 days     

UNIT # 4:  Executive Branch            GRADE: 11     
 

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The executive branch of the United States is responsible for the enforcement of law within the principles of the Constitution. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Research and justify the effectiveness of a president in the various roles he or she plays. 

Participate in Mock Electoral College simulation to elect a new president. 

KNOW 
 Analyze the Constitutional basis for the executive branch (Article 

2).  

 Distinguish how the executive branch functions within the seven 

Constitutional principles (limited government, checks and 

balances, separation of power, judicial review, rule of law, 

Constitutional supremacy, popular sovereignty). 

 Compare the major positions of leadership within the executive 

branch (President, Vice President, Department Secretaries, 

Cabinet, and White House Staff).  

 Evaluate informal qualifications, duties, and roles of the President. 

DO 

 Summarize how and why presidential influence and power has 

changed throughout history.  

 Describe the organizational structure and function of the 

Executive Department and the importance of the federal 

bureaucracy.  

 Analyze the purpose and growth of the federal bureaucracy.  

 Analyze the factors that influence presidential decisions.   

 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 The president declares war.   

 The president controls the country.  

 The president is the executive branch.  

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The president is commander in chief of the nation’s military. 

Congress has the power to declare war. The president can make 

war, but not declare it.  

 The government in our country much more complex. 

 The executive branch is comprised of many departments, 

agencies, and appointed officials.  
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 10 days     

UNIT # 5:  Judicial Branch            GRADE: 11     
 

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:         

   Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.C      Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence,      

   acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

CC.8.5.11-12.F      Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims,  

     reasoning, and evidence. 

  Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.A     Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.   

 
 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in   

    which they are writing. 

  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.3.12.A  Analyze the changes in power and authority among the three branches of government over time. 

5.3.12.C  Evaluate how government agencies create, amend, and enforce regulations. 

5.3.12.D  Evaluate the roles of political parties, interest groups, and mass media in politics and public policy. 

5.3.12.F  Analyze landmark United States Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its Amendments. 

5.4.12.B    Evaluate the effectiveness of foreign policy tools in various current issues confronting the United States (e.g., diplomacy,   

   economic aid, military aid, sanctions, treaties). 

   College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.1.9-12  Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and international civic and political institutions. 

D2.Civ.5.9-12     Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal,  
    national, and/or international level.    



14 

KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 10 days     

UNIT # 5:  Judicial Branch            GRADE: 11     

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The judicial branch of the United States is responsible for the interpretation of law within the principles of the Constitution. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Assess the current court by reviewing their case decisions and personal background. Then place each justice on a continuum of political ideology. 

Analyze how an issue will progress through the federal court system. 

Research and present the impact of landmark Supreme Court decisions. 

KNOW 

 Analyze the constitutional basis for the judicial branch (Article 3).  

 Compare how the judicial branch functions within the seven 

Constitutional principles (limited government, checks and 

balances, separation of power, judicial review, rule of law, 

Constitutional supremacy, popular sovereignty). 

 Examine the structure and organization of the dual court system 

(federal and state).  

 Distinguish between original and appellate jurisdiction.  

 Evaluate how judicial precedent affects law and lawmaking. 

DO 

 Analyze how court decisions have affected principles and ideals 

of government and civic life.  

 Trace the judicial process from trial to appeal.  

 Compare and contrast political ideologies of judicial nominees 

(activist vs. restrained/strict constructionist).  

 Identify factors that restrain judicial power (standing required, 

passive neutral arbiter, no advisory opinions, other remedies 

first, etc.). 

 Compare and contrast federal and state court jurisdiction. 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 All court cases involve a violation of criminal code.   

 The Supreme Court is the only federal court.  

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Understand difference between civil and criminal.  

 There are numerous federal courts with the Supreme Court   

  being the highest court in the country.  
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 22 days     

UNIT # 6:  Civil Rights and Civil Liberties          GRADE: 11     

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards:         

    Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.F  Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims,   

       reasoning, and evidence. 

CC.8.5.11-12.I  Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or  

       event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.B  Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or   

       technical processes. 

  Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

CC.8.6.11-12.H      Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.1.12.C  Evaluate the application of the principles and ideals in contemporary civic life (liberty/freedom, democracy, justice,    

       equality).                                     

5.1.12.E  Analyze and assess the rights of people as written in the PA Constitution and the US Constitution. 

5.2.12.A  Evaluate an individual’s civil rights, responsibilities and obligations in various contemporary governments. 

5.2.12.B  Examine the causes of conflicts in society and evaluate techniques to address those conflicts. 

5.3.12.F  Analyze landmark United States Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its Amendments. 

5.3.12.J    Evaluate critical issues in various contemporary governments. 

   College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.2.9-12  Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories of democracy, changes in  
       Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from other countries, past and present. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 22 days     

UNIT # 6:  Civil Rights and Civil Liberties          GRADE: 11     

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The judicial branch of the United States is responsible for the interpretation of law within the principles of the Constitution. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Create a timeline of the many benchmark events that shaped the civil rights era. 

Investigate legislative and judicial proceedings and evaluate given scenarios and apply the precedent. 

KNOW 

 Identify what civil liberties are guaranteed within the Bill of 

Rights (freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, right to 

bear arms).  

 Judge the rights of the accused (search and seizure, due process, 

trial by jury, speedy trial, representation, punishment and bail). 

 Analyze the role of precedent in the expansion of civil rights.  

 Assess the ability of the average citizen to impact the pursuit of 

justice. 

DO 

 Evaluate how individual rights may conflict with or support the 

common good.  

 Determine the difference between civil rights and civil liberties.  

 Compare and contrast the differences between civil liberties in 

school and in society.  

 Explain how the right to privacy is included in the Constitution.  

 Trace the history of the Civil Rights Movement from the 14
th

 

Amendment through today.  

 Analyze the role of civil disobedience in the definition of rights 

and liberties. 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 Civil rights only apply to African Americans.   

 The civil rights movement was only in the 1960s.   

 The civil rights movement was led by a few prominent 

individuals. 

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Civil rights are the rights guaranteed by the constitution to all 

Americans.  

 Civil rights is a constant struggle.  

 The civil rights movement applies to all Americans. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 10 days     

UNIT # 7:  State and Local Government          GRADE: 11     

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:         

   Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.C 
 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, 

acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.H  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.1.12.D    Evaluate state and federal powers based on significant documents and other critical sources (Declaration of Independence, 

United States Constitution, Bill of Rights, Pennsylvania Constitution).  

5.1.12.E  Analyze and assess the rights of people as written in the PA Constitution and the US Constitution. 

5.3.12.A    Analyze the changes in power and authority among the three branches of government over time. 

5.3.12.C    Evaluate how government agencies create, amend, and enforce regulations. 

5.3.12.D  Evaluate the roles of political parties, interest groups, and mass media in politics and public policy. 

   College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.1.9-12  Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and international civic and political institutions. 

D2.Civ.5.9-12  Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal, 

national, and/or international level. 

D2.Civ.11.9-12  Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions at the local, state, national, and international levels in 

terms of the civic purposes achieved. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 10 days     

UNIT # 7:  State and Local Government          GRADE: 11     

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Citizens are not only subject to the federal government but to the state and local governments as well. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Complete a Web Quest on Pennsylvania and Carlisle Borough Government. 

Utilize the Civil Service website to search for employment opportunities, creating a job portfolio to apply for a position. 

KNOW 

 Distinguish the governor’s roles, powers duties and limitations of 

office.                 

 Compare the structure and powers of state and federal 

legislatures.  

 Recognize methods by which state governments can be changed.       

 Utilize services that state and local governments provide. 

 Conclude how local government agencies raise and budget 

money.  

 

DO 

 Identify the principles of the U.S. Constitution that are embodied 

within the state constitutions.  

 Explain the varying ways of state revisions to their constitutions 

(amendments, initiative, and referendum). 

 Compare and contrast the powers and structure of the federal 

government with state governments. 

 Identify the type of governments that govern Carlisle.  

 Identify and define the kinds of law applied in State courts. 

 Explain how State courts are organized and describe the work of 

each kind. 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 State government is less important and has less impact. 

 All state and local governments are the same. 

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Students should understand state government has unique powers 

and responsibilities. 

 Each state and local government shapes policies to meet their 

own needs. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 11 days     

UNIT # 8:  Political Parties and Interest Groups         GRADE: 11     

 

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:         

   Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.F  Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

CC.8.5.11-12.G  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.E  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 

ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

CC.8.6.11-12.H  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.1.12.C  Evaluate the application of the principles and ideals in contemporary civic life (liberty/freedom, democracy, justice, 

equality). 

5.3.12.D    Evaluate the roles of political parties, interest groups, and mass media in politics and public policy. 

5.3.12.G  Evaluate the impact of interest groups in developing public policy. 

5.3.12.H  Evaluate the role of mass media in setting public agenda and influencing political life. 

5.4.12.A    Examine foreign policy perspectives, including realism, idealism, and liberalism. 

5.4.12.E    Compare and contrast the politics of various interest groups and evaluate their impact on foreign policy. 

   College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.5.9-12  Evaluate citizens’ and institutions’ effectiveness in addressing social and political problems at the local, state, tribal, 

national, and/or international level. 
D2.Civ.10.9-12  Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic 

principles, constitutional rights, and human rights. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 11 days     

UNIT # 8:  Political Parties and Interest Groups         GRADE: 11     

 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 America has two political parties.   

 Republicans and Democrats disagree on all issues.  

 Republicans and Democrats have been our two parties since the 

founding of America.  

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 There are numerous minor (third) parties that play a role in 

American government.  

 Republicans and Democrats are closer to the middle of the 

political spectrum than the more extreme ideologies.  

 Every individual, no matter the party identification, has their own 

political ideology. 

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

People with similar backgrounds and interests tend to coordinate their efforts to influence the political process. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Read and evaluate selections from the two main political party platforms in light of current issues. 

Create an ideal party platform using issues from current events/goings on. 

KNOW 
 Identify different types of interest groups. 

 Evaluate the main techniques used by interest groups (mass 

media, mailings, election activity, lobbying, etc.). 

 Define the historical development of political parties.  

 Inventory the five main tasks of a political party (pick candidates, 

run campaigns, give cues to voters, articulate policies, coordinate 

policymaking.).  

 Diagram the structure of the party organization.  

 Outline the structure of interest groups. 

                                                    DO 

 Describe why Political Action Committees developed and how 

they work. 

 Compare and contrast interest groups and political parties. 

 Explain how political parties impact the running of government. 

 Explain how the relationship between a political party and an 

interest group can affect public policy. 

 Analyze the impact of third parties on American politics. 

 Assess the role of political parties on presidential nominations. 
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  KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 10 days     

UNIT # 9:  Campaigns and Elections           GRADE: 11     

 

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:         

   Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.D  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines 
the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

CC.8.5.11-12.I   Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, 

noting discrepancies among sources. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.F  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 

solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.3.12.D   Evaluate the roles of political parties, interest groups, and mass media in politics and public policy. 

5.3.12.E    Evaluate the fairness and effectiveness of the United States electoral processes, including the electoral college. 

   College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.2.9-12  Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories of democracy, changes in 

Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from other countries, past and present. 

D2.Civ.10.9-12  Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic 

principles, constitutional rights, and human rights. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 10 days     

UNIT # 9:  Campaigns and Elections           GRADE: 11     

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Elections are important as the voice for the people; but, just as importantly, those elections serve as a crucial guide for the politicians on how to get 

in power and, once there, how to stay in power. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Participate in a mock campaign and evaluate voter demographics, campaign finance, and media impact on the elections. 

KNOW 

 Examine the essential rules governing the election process (fixed 

and staggered terms, term limits, proportional representation, 

incumbency factor, Electoral College). 

 Validate the arguments for and against the current nomination 

process, system of Presidential primaries and Electoral College.  

 Question the role of the media in politics. 

 Judge types of propaganda that have been used in political 

campaigns. 

DO 

 Identify the three stages of the formal process of running for the 

president (nomination, convention, general election). 

 Analyze the role that media plays in campaigns. 

 Distinguish between the media’s role in shaping politics and 

reporting politics.  

 Analyze the bias in the media. 

 Analyze the role of money in campaigns, including campaign 

finance reform, PACs hard and soft money, issue advertising, 

personal wealth and the general high cost of campaigning. 

 Describe the role that electoral mandates play in presidential and 

congressional actions.  

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 The person who wins the popular vote becomes president.   

 Every vote has the same value.  

 National campaigns target all voters.  

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The electoral college determines who wins the presidency.  

 Because each state has different populations, the value of the vote 

in a single state changes.   

 The electoral college makes specific states more important than 

others. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 8 days     

UNIT # 10:  Civic Participation           GRADE: 11     

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:         

   Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.D  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines 

the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

CC.8.5.11-12.G  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.B  Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or 

technical processes.  

CC.8.6.11-12.C  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.1.12.C  Evaluate the application of the principles and ideals in contemporary civic life (liberty/freedom, democracy, justice, 

equality). 

5.2.12.A  Evaluate an individual's civil rights, responsibilities and obligations in various contemporary governments. 

5.2.12.B  Examine the causes of conflicts in society and evaluate techniques to address those conflicts. 

5.2.12.C  Evaluate political leadership and public service in a republican form of government. 

5.2.12.D  Evaluate and demonstrate what makes competent and responsible citizens. 

5.3.12.J    Evaluate critical issues in various contemporary governments. 

   College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Civ.2.9-12  Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to various theories of democracy, changes in 

Americans’ participation over time, and alternative models from other countries, past and present. 

D2.Civ.10.9-12  Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic 

principles, constitutional rights, and human rights. 

D2.Civ.12.9-12  Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and international laws to address a variety of public issues. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 8 days     

UNIT # 10:  Civic Participation           GRADE: 11     

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 All citizens can vote.  

 All aliens are illegal.  

 Citizenship is easy or passive. 

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Voting is not a guaranteed right of citizenship. 

 There are various levels of immigration status for individuals 

within the United States.  

 American citizens should be active members of the country, but 

they do not have to be. 

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

A democracy is all about “the people” as citizens who actively participate in government. Without the people’s participation, democracy cannot 

exist. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Create a working definition of what it means to be a citizen. 

Throughout the year students will complete a service learning project that will be evaluated during this unit (6 hours). 

KNOW 
 Classify the ways in which Americans participate in the political 

process (voting, letter writing, protest marches, etc.).  

 Identify the American naturalization process.  

 Evaluate process of political socialization and the primary agents 

of socialization.  

 Examine the role of polls in American democracy.  

 Interpret the demographic patterns of voting. 

DO 

 Analyze the concept of “citizenship.”  

 Analyze voter turnout in America, as regards to who votes and 

why.  

 Write a letter to your Congressperson on a significant issue.  

 Explain the impact on American politics of such demographic 

differences as sectional, gender-based, religion, wealth, age and 

social class, ethnic origin, and race. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 22 days     

UNIT # 11:  Economics             GRADE: 11     

 

STANDARDS:  

PA Core Standards:         

   Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.5.11-12.C  Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which explanation best accords with textual evidence, 

acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

   Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 11-12: 

CC.8.6.11-12.A  Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

  Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in 

which they are writing. 

CC.8.6.11-12.I  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

   PA Academic Standards: 

5.3.12.I  Evaluate tax policies of various states and countries. 

6.1.12.A  Predict the long-term consequences of decisions made because of scarcity. 

6.1.12.C  Analyze the opportunity cost of decisions made by individuals, businesses, communities, and nations. 

6.2.12.A  Evaluate the flow of goods and services in an international economy. 

6.2.12.B  Analyze the effect of changes in the level of competition in different markets. 

6.2.12.D  Predict how changes in supply and demand affect equilibrium price and quantity sold. 

6.2.12.G  Evaluate various economic systems. 

6.3.12.B  Assess the government's role in regulating and stabilizing the state and national economy. 



26 

KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 

COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 22 days     

UNIT # 11:  Economics             GRADE: 11     

 

6.4.12.D  Analyze how changes in transportation, communication networks, and technology affect economic interdependence 

around the world in the 21st century. 

6.5.12.A  Analyze the factors influencing wages. 

6.5.12.G  Analyze the risks and returns of various investments. 

6.5.12.H  Evaluate benefits and costs of changes in interest rates for individuals and society. 

   College, Career and Civic Life Social Studies State Standards: 

D2.Eco.1.9-12  Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies with a range of costs and benefits for different 

groups.  

D2.Eco.5.9-12  Describe the consequences of competition in specific markets. 

D2.Eco.8.9-12  Describe the possible consequences, both intended and unintended, of government policies to improve market outcomes. 

 

D2.Eco.10.9-12  Use current data to explain the influence of changes in spending, production, and the money supply on various economic 

conditions.  

D2.Eco.15.9-12  Explain how current globalization trends and policies affect economic growth, labor markets, rights of citizens, the 

environment, and resource and income distribution in different nations.  
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:  Civics              TIME FRAME: 22 days     

UNIT # 11:  Economics             GRADE: 11     

MISCONCEPTIONS 

 America is a capitalist system.  

 Communism is evil. 

 The taxes a person pays are based upon a simple law.  

 Small economic choices do not have an impact on your personal finances. 

PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 America is a mixed market economy.  

 All economic forms have positives and negatives. 

 The tax process is complex and varied.  

 Every economic choice has calibrated consequences.   

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The forces at work that guide economic principles. The economic impact on the individual. The individual’s impact on the economy. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
Prepare an EZ tax form. 

Engage in a stock market simulation activity. 

Create and evaluate a family budget. 

Participate in a market exchange activity. 

KNOW 
 Detect the role of the invisible hand in the market. 

 Assess how tax law applies to citizens and students. 

 Evaluate the different types of taxes and system of taxation (state, federal, 

local, property, proportional, regressive, and progressive). 

 Compare the types of business organizations (sole proprietorship, 

partnership, and corporation).  

 Formulate the impact of personal financial decisions on credit and future 

financial stability.  

 Analyze the differences between a traditional, command and market 

economy  

 Measure the role that stock market and investments play in the economy.  

DO 

 Compare and contrast the laws of supply and demand 

 Complete federal tax forms 

 Describe the business cycle and the key measures of the 

cycle (unemployment, inflation, recession, expansion 

and GDP) 

 Manage a personal finance portfolio (checking account, 

savings account, investments, loans, credit cards)  
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ASSESSMENT 

 

The teacher will use a variety of assessment techniques selected from, but not limited to, the following list: 

1) Objective tests/quizzes 

2) Essay tests 

3) Take-home / in-class essays 

4) Research papers 

5) Oral presentations: 

 Reports 

 Panel discussions 

 Simulations/Debates 

6) Political cartoon analysis/development 

7) Various writing assignments: 

 Propaganda analysis/development 

 Letters 

 Editorials 

 Letters to congressmen 

8) Posters/Pictures 

9) Charts/Graphs/Maps analysis 

10) Homework 

11) Class discussion 

12) Teacher/Student conferences 

 

Although each individual assessment will have its own grading value, common guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

 Accurate information 

 Logical development 

 Proper format 

 Clear presentation 

 Focused argument/theme 

 Neatness/Organization  

 

Teacher and student-made rubrics will be developed at the discretion of the individual instructor.   
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCE MATERIALS: 

 

VIDEOS: 

 

Breaking Colonial Ties: The Declaration of Independence 

Launching the New Government  

The Constitution: Compromise that Made a Nation  

Constitution: Foundation of Our Government  

The Constitution: National Civics Lesson  

The Constitution and You  

Equal Justice Under the Law (Series):      

 Marbury vs. Madison  

 Gibbons vs. Ogden  

 McCulloch vs. Maryland  

 U.S. vs. Aaron Burr  

Guns and the Constitution  

The Presidency and the Nation  

Supreme Court  

That Delicate Balance  

This Honorable Court (Parts 1 & 2)  

Congress  

Congress: How it Works and Sometimes Doesn't How a Bill Becomes a Law (Sen. Terry Punt) Presidents  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue  

Stalin: The Power of Fear  

Gideon's Trumpet  

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington  

The Candidate 
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 Adaptations/Modifications for Students with I.E.P.s 

Adaptations or modifications to this planned course will allow exceptional students to earn credits toward graduation or develop skills necessary to 

make a transition from the school environment to community life and employment.  The I.E.P. team has determined that modifications to this planned 

course will meet the student’s I.E.P. needs. 

Adaptations/Modifications may include but are not limited to: 

 INSTRUCTION CONTENT 

- Modification of instructional content and/or instructional approaches 

- Modification or deletion of some of the essential elements 

 

SETTING 

- Preferential seating 

 

METHODS 

- Additional clarification of content 

- Occasional need for one to one instruction 

- Minor adjustments or pacing according to the student’s rate of mastery 

- Written work is difficult, use verbal/oral approaches 

- Modifications of assignments/testing 

- Reasonable extensions of time for task/project completion 

- Assignment sheet/notebook 

- Modified/adjusted mastery rates 

- Modified/adjusted grading criteria 

- Retesting opportunities 

 

MATERIALS 

- Supplemental texts and materials 

- Large print materials for visually impaired students 

- Outlines and/or study sheets 

- Carbonless notebook paper 

- Manipulative learning materials 

- Alternatives to writing (tape recorder/calculator) 


